
Becoming a Student of the Word 

Comparing the Flavors 
With Mike Colburn 

  

Overview 

Inductive Bible Study Method 

1. O                               

a. What does the Bible          ? 

2. I                                        

a. What does the Bible             ? 

3. C                               

a. What does the 
Bible                                         about this topic? 

4. A                               

a. What does the Bible mean 
for                                         or 
for                                     ? 

  



How to Handle the Word of God 
I want to take us back a few years in most of our 
lives, back to when you were a child.  Most of us 
where taught the beauty of the King James Version 
of the Bible.  Where any of you partially confused 
with the language that was being used?  

(Maybe I am the only one....) 

 

 

Some King James Version verses I struggled with: 

 The verse about Jesus judging “the quick and 
the dead” (2 Timothy 4:1, KJV)  

 

 One passage I never quite got used to was 
Acts 17:5. 

 

 There’s another passage that baffled me, one 
that was always included in my list of Sabbath 
school verses to memorize: 2 Timothy 2:15. 

  



WATCH OUT! 
“We gain                                   when we make a 
serious study of the Scriptures. We become mature 
as we grow in the knowledge of what God has 
actually said. We cut that straight line toward our 
destination: exactly what God says, which is exactly 
what God means. God’s Word has been 
supernaturally                          and                             for 
us so that we might 
accurately                       and                                it.   As 
we will see this evening, one of the most important 
ways to accomplish that goal is by comparing 
Scripture with Scripture. By doing so, we are less 
likely to drift into error.”   

~Charles R. Swindoll 

 

WHAT IS CORRELATION? 
 

CORRELATION 

Comparing one Scripture with other Scriptures, 
precept upon precept and line upon line, to amplify 
our understanding of what the Bible is teaching. 

  



 Though cynics will try to convince us 
otherwise, the              of any                    in 
Scripture assures us that we 
can                 God’s Word.  
 

 Our task as students of the Bible is to cut 
a                          path to it, not                 it 
or                 from it. 
 

 What correlations do you find when looking 
at 2 Timothy 2:15 and 1 Timothy 1:5? 

 
 When we                             compare one 

Scripture with others, we 
are                                handling the Word of 
God. 

TOOLS TO HELP IN CORRELATION 
1. A good                                  . 

 

2. A                                  . 
 

3. A Bible                               .  
 

4. A one-volume                                           .  
 

5.                                     .  

  



CORRELATING PASSAGES ON KEEPING 
THE FAITH 
Let’s look at another example of correlation, this 
time from the writings of the apostle Peter. He 
wanted his readers to keep growing strong in the 
faith even after he died, so he wrote them this 
message: 

 We will be correlating 2 Peter 1: 12-21 with 
Hebrews 4:14-16 and 2 Peter 3:15-16: 

CORRELATING PASSAGES ON PRAYER 
To show you how correlation works from start to 
finish, let’s go through the process together on the 
topic of prayer. First, look at what Jesus taught his 
disciples about the topic: 

Matthew 21:21-22: __________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

1 John 5:14-15: _____________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

  



James 4:3: _________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Psalm 66:18: _______________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

God’s Word                                with God’s 
Word keeps us on the straight and narrow 
path of ___________________________ 
and                                                 .

BEWARE OF OBSCURITY 
Be careful about building 
a          based on one verse —
especially an       verse. 

How do you study on a specific  ?

Simply open your Bible, and with the help of 
a  , check every reference to 
the topic in the New and Old Testament.



WHY CORRELATION IS VITAL 
1. Correlation gives us 

clear                                   instead 
of                 opinions.  

2. As our knowledge of Scripture                         , 
our                                         of God will deepen.  

3. Correlation helps us cultivate 
a                                and                          faith.  

4. Correlation enables us to 
separate                 from                 quickly.  

Now that we’ve looked at some of the benefits of 
correlation, let me close this week’s study by 
pointing out a few essentials for correlation: 

.  • Be             _____            

.  • Please     ________     

.   • Stay           ___              

I pray this week, that you will find the joy and 
fulfillment in letting Scripture speak for itself! 
Correlation is the safety valve for Biblical 
Interpretation.  Next week, we’ll walk into that all-
important world of practical application. 

 



 

Learning to compare the flavors in cooking takes time, and 
it’s often accomplished through a lot of experimentation. 
Correlating the Scriptures works the same way; you won’t 
learn how to do it until you actually give it a try. Here are a 
few exercises to help you begin. 

1. Using the chart discussed during the study, fill in the 
chart on the next page by looking up the passages and 
recording the details. 

  



DEMON CONTACT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 Mark 3:10-11 Luke 4:31-35 Acts 16:16-18 
Victim    

Tormentor    

Victim’s 
Experience 

 
 

  

Method to 
Expel 
Demons 

   

Demon’s 
Response 

   

Final Result    

 



2. What can you learn by correlating these three accounts of 
demon contact in the New Testament? 

 

 

3. What consistencies do you see when you look at each of 
the following categories: the victim’s experience, the 
demon’s response, and the final result? 

 

 

 

4. In our study of John 3, we saw that Jesus told Nicodemus 
that the Son of Man must be lifted up. Several times in 
the book of John, Jesus makes similar statements. Read 
John 8:27-28 and John 12:31-36. How do these two 
passages help us understand Jesus’ statement to 
Nicodemus in John 3? 

 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn8.27-28
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn12.31-36
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn3


5. We have already begun our study of Philippians 4:4-9, in 
which Paul addresses the importance of prayer. Now it’s 
time to correlate Paul’s teaching with other key passages 
that will help us understand what Paul means. Carefully 
read Matthew 6:5-7, James 4:3, and Psalm 66:18, and 
observe what they say. How do these passages help us 
gain a broader understanding of Paul’s statement on 
prayer in Philippians 4:4-9? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus tells the story of the Good 
Samaritan in response to a question about loving one’s 
neighbor. Read Leviticus 19:15-18, Romans 13:8-10, and 
Galatians 5:14. How do these verses help us to 
understand the importance of the parable about the 
Good Samaritan? 

 

 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Php4.4-9
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Mt6.5-7
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas4.3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps66.18
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Php4.4-9
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk10.25-37
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Le19.15-18
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ro13.8-10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ga5.14
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